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The following awards were presented at 
the December 2024 Winter Conferences 
by President Edmund Chiarello.

The NYSSMA® Presidential Citation
	 The NYSSMA® Presidential Citation 
gives recognition to outstanding NYSSMA 
member school districts that act as mod-
els for music education programs in New 
York State. The district must provide a 
well-rounded music program at all levels, 
as well as programs that actively partici-
pate in NYSSMA events and activities.

2024 NYSSMA® Presidential Citation -  
Long Beach Public Schools 
	 Long Beach is an oceanfront city in 
Nassau County that takes up a central 
section of the Long Beach Barrier Island 
and has direct access to the Atlantic 
Ocean. In 2013, many of us heard about 
the vast devastation that came to this re-
gion in the wake of Hurricane Sandy. The 
Long Beach community, school district 
and the district music program faced a 
daunting challenge. Yet, a spirit permeat-
ed the community and, through collective 
efforts and an unwavering commitment 
to the arts, the Long Beach School Dis-
trict witnessed a remarkable resurgence. 
	 There was an outpouring of support 
ranging from generous donations of 
instruments to the tireless dedication 
of parents and community members. 
The district responded by significantly 
enhancing the music program with two 
major purchases of instruments. 
	 Throughout the unprecedented 
challenges that we all experienced 
during the Covid 19 pandemic, the 
precedent had been set and the re-
solve only strengthened. Rather than 
retreating, Long Beach expanded the 
performing arts staff to ensure that every 
student maintained access to music 
education. The result: the Long Beach 
School District today celebrates not just 
the survival of the music programs, but 
also a thriving resurgence. Participation 

numbers have rebounded, and students 
continue to achieve accolades at all- 
county, all-state, and all-Eastern levels. 
	 The community's resolve is further 
exemplified by a scholarship program 
that honors a cherished retired music ed-
ucator. Nearly $10,000 raised by commu-
nity music supporters demonstrates the 
collective belief that every child deserves 
access to music education. Long Beach 
is particularly proud of its cutting-edge 
electronic music program and a rigorous 
IB music course, which challenges stu-
dents to innovate and create. 
	 The NYSSMA Presidential Award rec-
ognizes the Long Beach School District, 
administration, community and Board of 
Education. Long Beach is a district and a 
community that exemplifies the transfor-
mative power of music education.

2024 NYSSMA® President Citation - 
Nanuet UFSD
	 Nanuet is a small district with a 
remarkably robust music program and 
a firm commitment to high standards. 
Nanuet has a comprehensive curriculum 
that includes a rigorous general music 
program for grades K-8 and mandatory 
music ensemble participation for all 
students in grades 5-6. More than 70% 
of students in grades 3-4 participate in 
instrumental music. 
	 The Nanuet music program blends 
innovation with the best of traditional 
music education. Their approach fosters 
creativity and encourages collaboration 
at every level. Nanuet boasts a student-led 
music technology club allowing for explo-
ration in composing and recording, and an 
innovative 6th grade ukulele curriculum. 
	 Students regularly engage in collab-
orative problem-based learning projects, 
such as 5th graders writing lyrics and 
songs to accompany a science project. 
The curriculum has abundant examples 
of innovation meeting tradition with the 
use of software, such as Scratch, Note 
Flight, and Soundtrap. 

	 The Nanuet UFSD covers all costs 
for student participation in NYSSMA® 
festivals and events, ensuring accessibil-
ity for every student. They host festivals 
and conferences, and foster collabo-
ration and networking among music 
educators across the region.  The Nanuet 
Board of Education exemplifies unwav-
ering support for music education, rec-
ognizing its profound impact on student 
development and well-being. Through 
robust annual financial support, the 
Board ensures that the music depart-
ment continues to thrive.
	 The school district fosters a culture 
that celebrates musical achievement and 
encourages participation. Nanuet em-
powers students to explore their musical 
talents and promotes a lifelong appreci-
ation for the arts. They exemplify what it 
means to have a thriving music program. 
	 The district embraces a culture 
where teachers, students, and the com-
munity work together to foster creativity 
and build musical skills that last a life-
time. The NYSSMA® Presidential Award is 
presented to the Nanuet School District.

The NYSSMA® Distinguished Service Award 
	 The NYSSMA® Distinguished Service 
Award gives recognition for exceptional 
support and outstanding accomplish-
ments in the service to NYSSMA® toward 
the advancement of music education in 
the schools of New York, public or private.	

2024 Distinguished Service Award - 
Alan Orloff
	 Alan has been an extraordinary 
leader in music education, serving as 
the NYSSMA® Government Relations 
Committee (GRC) Chair from 2012 to 
2023. Alan took on the GRC role with 
commitment and energy. A fiercely 
dedicated and passionate leader, Alan 
has been dedicated to maintaining strong 
government relations for the purpose of 
building, growing and maintaining music 
programs throughout the State of New 
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York. 
	 His commitment to advocacy for 
music students and music education has 
been both tremendous and contagious. 
Every March, he organized and hosted 
the Joseph R. Sugar Day in Albany, a vital 
event for fostering relationships with our 
state legislators. Alan also led the New 
York State delegation for NAfME Hill Day 
in Washington, D.C. each June, ensuring 
that our voices are heard on a national 
level. Additionally, Alan has represented 
NYSSMA® and engaged with important 
stakeholders at New York State School 
Boards and NYS PTA conferences annually. 
	 His ability to engage with all constit-
uents at these events has been a crucial 
part of NYSSMA’s advocacy efforts. What 
truly sets Alan apart is his unwavering be-
lief in the importance of music education. 
He continually reminds us that music 
education is essential for a well-rounded 
education and for building “whole human 
beings.” He reminds us that music is the 
key ingredient of our culture. 

The NYSSMA® Established Educator 
Award 
	 The NYSSMA® Established Educator 
Award gives recognition through service to 
music education for outstanding accom-
plishments by one or more of our members 
in the advancement of music education in 
the schools of New York, public or private, 
through the collegiate level with 10 years 
or more into their careers.

2024 NYSSMA®   Established Educator 
Award - Jackie Kovacs 
	 In a world where genuine impact 
often feels fleeting, Jackie Kovacs, music 
teacher at Maine-Endwell High School, 
has proven herself an inspiration. She is a 
revered teacher whose magnetic presence 
transforms the lives of all the students 
fortunate enough to cross her path. 
	 In a school with fewer than 800 
students, more than 300 young musicians 
flourish under Kovacs’s guidance, as Jack-
ie demonstrates an extraordinary ability 
to connect with each individual student. 
One of her bands includes nearly 120 
members, all thriving in an environment 
that celebrates each students’ contribu-
tion and champions their excellence. Her 
ensembles consistently earn Gold and 
Gold with Distinction honors. 
	 What truly sets Kovacs apart is her 
profound empathy and the unwavering 

support she extends to her students. She 
empowers them to be the best they can be. 
She fosters a nurturing environment where 
young people are valued, understood and 
encouraged to reach their full potential. 
She embodies the essence of a role model 
for the next generation of leaders. 
	 Her influence extends far beyond 
the classroom. Whether as an adjudica-
tor, chairperson, conductor, or perform-
er, Jackie Kovacs consistently excels at 
the highest levels of her profession. Her 
dedication to NYSSMA® and NYSBDA 
showcases her genuine commitment to 
music education. 
	 As President-Elect of NYSBDA she 
exemplifies a great spirit, work ethic, and 
dedication. Her humility and selflessness 
shine through. She never seeks the spot-
light, is always willing to be a leader when 
a leader is needed, and is equally ready to 
roll up her sleeves and lend a hand. Her 
band room is more than just a space for 
music, it is a sanctuary where students feel 
safe, heard, supported, and connected. 

2024 NYSSMA®   Established Educator 
Award - Patricia Dunn 
	 Patricia “Trish” Dunn is an extraor-
dinary educator, a dedicated musician, 
and an inspiring mentor. Trish has ded-
icated more than 20 years of her life to 
education, with the last 17 of those years 
serving the East Meadow School District. 
Over this time, she has become a corner-
stone of the music program, particularly 
at the middle and now high school levels. 
	 Her journey has shaped her career 
and has profoundly impacted the lives 
of countless students. Dunn embodies 
what it means to be an educator. She 
is dedicated, passionate, and endlessly 
innovative. Her supervisors write that 
Trish has an incredible ability to break 
down complex musical concepts, ensur-
ing that each student feels successful, 
whether in a small group lesson, or a 
large ensemble setting. 
	 Dunn consistently sets high expec-
tations for her students, knowing that 
they excel and thrive in an environment 
where they are pushed to reach their full 
potential. Her commitment to nurturing 
and fostering musical talent led her to 
establish an auditioned wind ensemble 
program at Woodland Middle School, an 
innovation that continues to thrive 15 
years later. 
	 During the Covid pandemic she 

additionally supported students by 
organizing “caw-fee tawks” to connect 
with her students during lunch, fostering 
relationships that make her students feel 
valued, appreciated, and understood. 
	 Trish Dunn is a role model and a 
mentor to all her students. She takes her 
musicianship seriously, continuing to per-
form with prestigious ensembles, demon-
strating that lifelong learning and passion 
for music are at the core of her identity. 

NYSSMA® Early Career Achievement 
Award 
	 The NYSSMA® Early Career Achieve-
ment Award gives recognition through 
service to music education for exception-
al support and outstanding accomplish-
ments by one or more of our members in 
the advancement of music education in 
the schools of New York, public or private, 
through the collegiate level in the first 5 
to 9 years of their career.

2024 Early Career Achievement Award 
- Holden Maiorana 
	 Since joining the Spackenkill High 
School community in 2018, Holden 
Maiorana has not only redefined the 
choral program, but has also become a 
source of inspiration for students and 
colleagues alike. 
	 From the very beginning, Maiorana 
demonstrated a unique ability to think 
outside the box. Whether it was launch-
ing the a cappella group, Spacka-pella, 
or adapting to the challenges posed by 
the Covid pandemic when performances 
moved outdoors, his passion, energy, and 
resourcefulness were abounding! His 
commitment to providing a high-qual-
ity musical experience for his students, 
despite the less-than-accommodating 
circumstances, was nothing short of 
extraordinary. 
	 Holden’s influence extends far 
beyond the walls of Spackenkill. In his 
early career he has shared his expertise 
across a multitude of counties, conduct-
ing all-county festivals and inspiring 
students through workshops and confer-
ences. His ability to infuse fun into learn-
ing while maintaining a rigorous focus 
on musical excellence characterizes his 
genuine talent and serious commitment. 
	 In his first six years, Holden has 
doubled choral participation at Spack-
enkill, developed innovative projects 
using music technology, and supported 
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students in preparing for auditions and 
festivals. From creating engaging TikTok 
projects to commissioning original works, 
he continually seeks ways to enrich the 
educational experience for his students. 

NYSSMA® Music Education Innovation 
Award 
	 The NYSSMA® Music Education 
Innovation Award gives recognition 
for innovative programming, pedagogy 
or curriculum, in the advancement of 
music education in the schools of New 
York PreK-12, public or private, within or 
outside the school day. 

2024 Music Education Innovation 
Award - Austin Day
	 Since joining Sleepy Hollow 
Middle-High School, Austin Day has 
embraced a unique challenge: to create 
a brand-new music program from the 
ground up. He has exceeded all expecta-
tions through his visionary approach to 
music production and education. 
	 His curriculum is a testament to his 
dedication to fostering student creativity. 
By harnessing his extensive knowledge of 
music technology, Austin has designed a 
learning environment in which technical 
limitations are nonexistent. His students 
are encouraged to explore their creativity 
fully, supported by the latest software 
and hardware that he has meticulously 
integrated into his program. 
	 Austin ensures that all students, 
regardless of their background, have 
access to the tools they need to thrive. 
Austin has transformed his music pro-
duction program into a beacon of oppor-
tunity. He has created a space in which 
students from all socio-economic and 
cultural backgrounds can collaborate, 
innovate, and succeed. His commitment 
to inclusivity ensures that every student 
feels valued and empowered. 
	 Austin has become a mentor to his 
students, guiding them not only in music, 
but also in personal development. His 
after-school initiatives empower students 
to take charge of their learning. They learn 
to produce, perform, and share their mu-
sic, providing a safe and supportive space 
for artistic expression. 

2024 Music Education Innovation Award 
- Brian Wagner Yeung
	 Brian Wagner Yeung has demon-
strated exceptional visionary leadership 

in his role as the Neurodiversity and Ac-
cessibility Chair for NYSSMA®. Under his 
guidance, critical issues affecting music 
classrooms have been addressed with 
innovative and sustainable solutions. 
	 Through his workshops, Brian teach-
es educators how to validate feelings, 
listen without judgment and provide safe 
spaces for students to express themselves. 
He empowers teachers to create interac-
tive activities that consider sensory pref-
erences and nurture students’ passions, 
ultimately fostering an environment 
where every learner can thrive. 
	 Brian established the first NYSSMA® 
Academy, a program created in direct 
response to the requests of collegiate 
students seeking resources and training 
dedicated to inclusivity, particularly in 
working with neurodiverse students. 
Understanding the need for specialized 
seminars and workshops, Brian devel-
oped a program that would provide vital 
support and knowledge to educators 
across the state. Brian’s efforts have laid 
the groundwork for a more inclusive 
future in music education. 

NYSSMA® Outstanding Contributor 
Award 
	 The NYSSMA® Outstanding Contrib-
utor Award gives recognition to an indi-
vidual, business, or corporation who has 
contributed in an extraordinary manner 
to the support of music education in 
New York State.  

2024 Outstanding Contributor Award - 
Diane Hems
	 Diane Hems is the contact person 
at the Office of General Services/Em-
pire State Plaza. She works closely with 
Scott Andrews, NYSSMA’s Music In Our 
Schools Month chairperson, each year to 
plan and stage the daily concerts at the 
Empire State Plaza for MIOSM. 
	 Diane takes care of all the logistics: 
securing the space, providing the music 
stands, risers, PA system. She makes 
sure the space is ready on a daily basis. 
She attends every concert and works 
alongside Scott Andrews setting up 
the facility/breaking down the facility/
and making sure the PA is set up and 
working. She stands at the mixing board 
to regulate sound appropriately. Diane 
refers to all the students as “my kids; 
they’re all my kids, and I make sure they 
have what they need.” 

	 The students of New York State who 
get the opportunity to perform during 
the month of March would not have this 
wonderful experience without the help 
and support of Diane Hems.

How to apply for an award
	 Please visit the NYSSMA® website 
(www.NYSSMA.org) to find more infor-
mation about the awards listed below, 
and the application link. 

	 New award for 2025: Collegiate 
Educator Award. This award gives 
recognition for exceptional support and 
outstanding accomplishments in the 
service to the advancement of music 
education in the colleges/universities of 
New York, public or private.

Presidential Citation for outstanding 
district-wide music programs.
Outstanding Urban School Award for 
outstanding music program in a building 
within an urban setting.
Distinguished Service Award for dis-
tinguished service to NYSSMA®.
Outstanding Contributor Award for 
an individual, business, or corporation 
supporting music education (non-New 
York State music educator).
Early Career Achievement Educa-
tor Award for contributions of music 
educators in New York State at the local 
level who have been in the field between 
5 - 15 years.
Established Educator Award for dis-
tinguished service by music educators at 
the local level who have been in the field 
a minimum of 16 years.
Music Education Innovation Award 
recognizes new and creative approaches 
to music education within or outside the 
school day.
 
	 All award applications are due June 30.
 
	 The 2024 NYSSMA® Awards and 
Recognition Committee: Jenny Cerne, 
Robert Dumas, Lea Ivanovic, Tyler 
Mason-Draffen, Holly Meides, Taylor 
Prosper and Helen Timerman.
 
	 Respectfully submitted by:

Susan Weber, Chairperson
NYSSMA® Awards and Recognition 
Committee 


