NYSSMA Membership — WE NEED YOUR HELP NOW!

NY legislators are currently considering bills (Senate - S6318A and Assembly A6490A) which require
instruction in arts and music education to be incorporated into curriculums for all public-school students
and taught by an appropriately certified teacher. The legislative session for this year concludes at the end
of May so there is not much time.

e Currently, Music (and the Arts) are designated as “regulatory”, meaning the subject matter is only
recommended by the New York State Education Department (NYSED). NYSSMA has been advocating
for Music (and the Arts) to match the status of other subject matter such as Mathematics, English,
Physical Education, etc. and be designated as “statutory”. Music (and the Arts) would be treated like
other subject matter and be included as part of New York State Education Law.

HOW YOU CAN HELP:

e STEP 1 - please add your name to the linked NAfME form to send your support for the bills

electronically at ACT NOW (via National Association for Music Education)

e STEP 2 - Contact your local legislator directly and ask them to support the bill. Share this document

that summarizes what we are advocating for. Establishing positive relations for your local legislators is
the best means to gain support for this very important initiative.
o We especially need help with getting legislators from the assembly to sign on as co-sponsors of
bill A6490A.
o You may check if your local legislators are signed on to the bills at:
= Assembly - A6490A
= Senate - 56318
e Consider sharing this information with your local music parent advocacy groups.
e Feel free to contact Michael Mastrangelo — Advocacy/Government Relations Committee Chair at
grc@nyssma.org if you have any questions about how to communicate with your legislator.

We have the best chance of making this happen for students across New York State if the NYSSMA
membership works together.

Thank you for your advocacy efforts!


https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F5nflrwdab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D00159D6drSh6vSUs1lhZ-37ppiSpq__2LAKWwfRU7-1t_FyCeQuLN2ZpEWBcEPt8zjtiZX_aFvuWV_DQrtg4QMCmtVqN3GIfBT9f-nIazwsKezUkjCnUoONQyQp0AAp1kgSKkoReNaBrUiNKxhcZmLNxCLq1p-ws9dHlQql3t8rjHlrPVkUgkLFwBBRjYw_VdKE%26c%3Dm2OuGjKEuAS0_CqRi6-TKiVWTB5uigaciQ6RH2XJbmK3ckUGv6X5Bw%3D%3D%26ch%3DqC41Ei5KIERVCaLE25REAe5Qm3s38FxJmyocGnSZDPRKUhuyEYejZg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cgrc%40nyssma.org%7C7d6a4c76d73e4be97aed08dd785195f5%7C10fec88f8c6b4f8cb9c52356e1981f3d%7C0%7C0%7C638799013996045170%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sejzRbxJJq5HI21T%2B6kmBEVsj7ENN3PD6%2Baa%2FOdwcbc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nyssma.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/NYSSMA-Equitable-Access-Bill-2025.pdf
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