
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday June 9, 2020 

 

Dear NYSSMA Membership: 

 

 As your President, I want to share an important update in regard to what NYSSMA is 

doing during these challenging times.  I hope this letter finds you and your family healthy and 

content in this world of unrest.  So much has been happening these past few months, and now, 

this past week.  I wanted to update you on many things and thought it prudent to do it in a letter 

instead of the small area of content in the Cyber Notes.   

I am very happy to announce that I received a letter from Chancellor Betty Rosa, Interim 

Commissioner Shannon Tahoe, and the Board of Regents asking me to sit on the New York State 

Education Department’s Reopening Schools Task Force.  Our first meeting is June 15th when I 

will be informed who else is on the committee and what our responsibilities will entail.  I am 

honored and privileged to represent Music Education and Rural Schools as a Superintendent.  

In regard to COVID-19 and Music Education, I wanted to update you on what we are 

doing to plan for the fall in regards to music in our schools.  We do not know what the guidance 

from State Education and the Governor’s Office will be but we want to be prepared, and 

therefore, I have created three Ad-hoc committees.  Each committee is co-chaired by a council 

member and a Member at Large.  I wanted to make sure the membership’s voice was heard. 

1. Advocacy – Co-Chaired by Lori Orestano-James  and Michael Mastrangelo .  Each group 

is being overseen by an Officer and Advocacy is being led by Russ Faunce, President-

Elect.  They have representation from each of the 15 zones.  They are looking at how we 

advocate for music education if any of our 700 districts need help.  In addition, they are 



 

 

in the process of collecting and organizing advocacy resources that will be available to all 

of our membership.  

2. Best Practices in Music Education – Co-Chaired by Meghan Cabral and Gina Costanza.  

Robin DeSantis, 3rd VP, is overseeing this group.  They are looking at best practices for 

online and in-person education as it relates to COVID-19. 

3. The Future of Ensembles - Co-Chairs Jonathan Hunkins, (Band), Monique Campbell-

Retzlaff (Choral) and David Beck (Orchestra).  The committee is being overseen by 

NYSSMA Immediate Past-President Michael Salzman.  Three subcommittees (Band, 

Orchestra and Choral) are reading the recommendations and research findings coming 

from around the world and are putting together a Q&A document to serve as a resource to 

the field on how school ensembles will be able to proceed in the era of COVID-

19.  Social distancing protocols, a better understanding of aerosols, and cleaning and 

sanitizing procedures for instruments will be included.   This committee hopes to have 

guidance by July 1st. 

Additionally, I have asked AFC (Adjudication Festival Committee, Geroge Smith, Chair) 

led by Ed Chiarello, 2nd Vice President, to investigate how we might do an online Festival 

Season.  Please understand we want our Festival Seasons 2021 to be as it has always been for the 

last 75 years.  I do, however, want to be prudent and prepared in case COVID-19 does not go 

away and faced with another spring out of schools.  They will create a process for a virtual solo 

and small ensemble adjudication if it is needed. 

NYSSMA is joining other Associations across the country in supporting a national 

research project investigating COVID-19 and aerosol rates created by singers, wind instruments, 

and actors.  We are hoping the results of the study will be available to our Ad-hoc committee, 

The Future of Ensembles. 



 

 

We are still moving forward with All-State 2020 and our Winter Conference.  While we 

hope everything will move forward and we continue to put everything in place, we will continue 

to provide you with updates. 

On our website and to the left of Cyber Notes there is a link for applications for Awards.  

Susan Weber is the contact person and her email is awards@nyssma.org.  This might be a perfect 

year to think about nominating that person that has been innovative in their teaching and design.  

There are several awards in addition to the Innovative Educator Award.  Check them out and 

nominate.  We need positive recognitions in these turbulent times. 

The 2020 Call for Composers & Songwriters deadline has been extended through June 

15. Please follow this link to the NYSSMA Composition/Improvisation Committee page for 

instructions and application forms. 

I will continue to update you on our Ad-Hoc Committees, The Reopening Schools Task 

Force, All-State, and other important details as they become available.  I hope you know you can 

reach out to me if you need anything during this difficult time.  Your professional organization is 

meeting regularly to look at how we manage everything and reporting when there is something 

to share. 

 

Sincerely, 

David M. Brown, Ed. D. 
Dr. David M. Brown 

President, New York State School Music Association 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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