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NYSSMA Zone 4 

News Letter

June 2015
Topic outline, you can find more information at www.NYSSMA.org when the meeting minutes are released!
· County Questions …. Thank you for your responses to these. They are open questions and if you could periodically check in with your districts to get updates and send them to me we can keep the board up to date on what is happening in our county and zone. 

· What is your district doing as far as implementation of APPR in the arts 

· What is happening with local assessments and SLO’s

· What are the Budget changes in your district how does it look for next year … Cuts and added Music Staff?

· Staffing at the elementary level..... what is being done at this level for music education? 
· Tax Cap

· What is your district doing in regards to prep for Common Core Standards

· What is happening in your district as far as Professional Development for the Arts

· What is your local County MEA doing to work on professional development?

· What is your county doing in regards to Government Relations
· What do districts in your county do as far as Conference time … do teachers have to pay for themselves? Does the school take care of this or reimburse? If you have problems check with your Union and the title funds to help support participating in these activities.

· AIS in your districts.... how is it handled and how does it affect music education?
· Tech News

· Summer Conference registration is now open on the web page
· There is now an online directory available on the NYSSMA page of music educators who are members of NYSSMA, you must also be a NYSSMA member and have your membership number to accesses the directory 
· NYSSMA is looking for people to send in photos from festivals. Make sure that they are large group shots where you cannot pick out any one student or shots from the back to avoid needing a release for using the photos. 
· NYSSMA and NAfME on Facebook and Twitter join in the groups to stay up to date on NYSSMA info.

· Check out the new NAfME app for your smart phone!
· Check out NYSSMA app that can be used during the conferences 
· NYSSMA Web page 
· 46 job opening on the NYSSMA site in almost every zone. 
· Careful how you reply to a position make sure that you are replying to the original poster. 
· Coming soon …… Look for a blog for classroom participation. A place to share
· School Music News
· Always looking for local teachers to contribute and write articles, email schoolmusicnews@nyssma.org with questions!
· There are a few openings for editors
· Looking for technology 
· Choral review editor 
· Honors Ensembles 

· Reminder NYSSMA is no longer accepting PO’s for these applications. School or personal checks only. 

· Reminder that NYSSMA implemented, if a student is accepted into a national ensemble they will be pulled out of the lists for the NYSSMA conference ensembles. Please be mindful as you apply for these.

· Dead line July 1st for session proposals to the Eastern Division Conference 
· NAfME National In-Service Conference October 25-28 2015 Nashville, TN
· NAfME Music Research and Teacher Education National Conference March 16-19 2016 Atlanta GA 
· NAfME National In-Service Conference in Dallas, TX, November 2016

· Winter Conference 2015:

· Rochester Plaza will now be Holiday Inn … new Hilton Garden inn/  next to Hyatt 

· December 3-6 

· Pre Conference On Wednesday Dec 2 for an Extra fee Time (technology in Music Education) keep an eye on conference updates for more info.
· New time schedule … moving to hour long session .. will increase session time slots
· www.nyssma.org 

· Fill out the survey for the winter conference found on the main page make sure to fill in the areas where they ask for suggestions especially if you have a concern about something. 
· Summer Conference 2015:

· August 2016 9-11 Albany Hilton
· Check our the brochure on line http://www.nyssma.org/event/nys-summer-music-conference/ 
· Registration is now open 
· NYSSMA will cover the cost for county presidents to attend the general business meeting up to $100
· Working on scheduling to make sessions and rehearsals for director ensembles coincide better.

· Majors reminders for upcoming year
· Directors of Performing Groups 

· Please make sure that you go on line to register in a timely fashion …. Registration usually opens up in January with a March 1st deadline. Please make sure you contact the host or myself with questions. 

· Make sure that you fill out the registration form completely including your pieces and the order of performance. 
· Make sure that all information is accurate when you register on line … this information will be pre-printed before the festival and mailed to the host.
· Adults cannot perform with ensembles.... ex. elementary string orchestras. 
· Hosts 

· with everything being done electronically, forms will now be done all through the office and mailed to the host about a week prior to festival

·  keep checking in on the schools that register … they need to fill out their pieces prior to the festival so that the office can print out these forms

· Envelopes will be mailed to the host including 2 copies of their evaluations forms with all info printed out as well as certificates and seals 

· Make sure you realize that deadline for adjudicators is March 15
· Applications on the web are available starting January … ALL APLICATIONS ARE DUE BY MARCH 1ST!
· 2nd VP Mike Salzman is currently working on updating the festival handbook
· Major Organization scores are no longer posted in school music news due to it being public knowledge and being used to recruiting and soliciting!
· Area All-State

· Reminder to hosts to let conductors and accompanists know … if they are not a member of NYSSMA or NAfME those dues will be deducted from their payment. 

· Applications on the web are now available  
· Must attend in their zone unless specified between the two zones ahead of time with Zone rep approval from both zones
· 2nd VP Mike Salzman is currently working on updating the festival handbook
· History …. Due to ww2 … to accommodate due to gas rations … and to make the best experience …. They hosted area all state festivals.

· Solo and Ensemble festivals:
· New Manuals are coming out soon … make sure that your double check your edition!

· Please make sure that you are double checking the manual and noting changes that have been made …. Some of the solos that we use that are “old faithfuls” may not be there anymore!!!!!
· Reminder to utilize the adjudicator feed back form … for bad and good incidents …. Should only be filled out by the student’s teacher…. Be as factual and clear as possible!
· If You Are A Host
· If there is an adjudicator that needs to come in and they are not a NYSSMA member the dues will be deducted
· Judges who say take the dues out of festival payment …. Should do it themselves online because of the time that it takes speak with the zone rep prior to festival
· Budgets for hosts should be checked very carefully …. budgets need to be closely looked at and followed careful with what incidentals are fbeing paid for and added into the 20%
· Festivals should be looked at and kept at a certain number students if possible ….. schedule later and have less rooms and pianos to cut down on some cost 
· The honorarium that a host gets is for the work that is done for time outside of school make sure that this is being followed 
· Reminder to be very choosy with hotels for adjudicators …. Please go and see the hotel physically before booking … there are new guidelines please make sure you look these over when you receive your handbook (especially veteran hosts)
· Hotels for adjudicators …. Double check travel and if they really need a hotel room … also requests for an extra night! If adjudicators are requesting extra nights at the hotel … you must speak with the zone rep before it is approved. 
· Please make sure that you are checking reports carefully … original receipts are needed … make sure that you have all of your needed paperwork!
· Have a possible greeter that is there just for questions 
· Make sure that you are getting all of your requests for adjudicators in in a timely fashion; they must be in by the due date. 
· APPR:

· There has been a moratorium on teacher evaluations being used for removing people from their positions 

· The hold is through the next two years after the roll out is complete

· The arts page on the SED web site has sample rubrics that could be used to help as a guide if there are questions in regard to the arts.

· NYSSMA sheets CAN NOT be used as or in the assessment they are under copyright protection. However they can be used as a guide to create the local assessment for performance

· Curriculum Councils’ “Sequential Guide for Music Education” is a great document/outline to help guide you with curriculum ideas

· National core arts standards release date will be moved back now to summer. They will be available for review open on February 14th and closed on February 28th.... they can be seen on wiki spaces www.nccas.wikispaces.com 
· Arts Assessment Pilot
· There are 5/6  different districts across the state that are piloting an arts assessments using a model from Tennessee  
· Tennessee Art Educator Portfolio Peer Review
· Series of items as portfolio assessment based
· Based on a percentage of students randomly selected
· Done digitally and pier reviewed
· Currently the feeling is that this set up would not work under the current conditions in NYS.... it is a pilot and NYSSMA is keeping an eye on this.  
· Classroom Committee has been working on a list of songs for the classroom  …. Look soon for this list to be posted on the web page along with sample lesson plans that can be used in your classroom 
· NAfME

· Hill day Thursday June Washington DC 
· NCAS National Core Arts Standards (Music)
· www.nationalartsstandards.org 

· Written by and for arts educators to support quality teaching and learning 

· The content will include anchor standards

· Creating, Performing, Responding, Connecting

· Each Anchor Standard is accompanied by and “Enduring Understanding and an Essential Questions”

· Separate music standard grid for:

· Music prek-8

· Harmonizing Instruments (keyboard, guitar)

· Theory and Composition 

· Traditional & Emerging Ensembles

· Technology

· On-line versions enables each viewer to customize their view by various criteria, including anchor standards, grade level, and discipline

· Adopt adapt or stay with what we have, we are being given the choice and soon will be looking for input from county MEA’s … Decisions will need to be made regarding
·  Adjudicating

· 2016 adjudicator-training sites are planned for zone 3, 7, and 14.
· April 1-2 Zone 7 Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake HS
· April 8-9 Zone 14 Smithtown HS
· April 15-16 Johnson City HS
· If you are interested in becoming a NYSSMA judge applications for training are on line and will be in the school music news. 

· Please make sure that if you are already an adjudicator that you are attending refresher training when you should.
· Make sure that your are sending in your availability form in a timely fashion 
· Particular need for string judges and vocal judges
· NY State Summer School of the Arts

· Check out www.oce.nysed.gov/nysssa for more information.
· County Presidents

· NYSSMA will reimburse the county president up to $100 for you to attend the presidents meeting. County Presidents meeting at the summer conference Monday August 10th 
· Encourage your county membership to submit articles for our School Music News some get picked up for our national journals! 

· Please let NYSSMA know when your county office has a change of offices
· Area All-State should be participated by schools within zone only …. Unless specified by the zone reps pre-festival
· The government relations committee is looking to expand and have representatives in each zone. Talk with your MEA’s about starting a group or seeing if someone is interested in participating. Send contact information to me for anyone that is interested

· Discuss at September county meetings who will be going to Albany and meet with local legislators on Albany Day!

· New County Presidents, please make sure that you contact the NYSSMA office with your updated info for your county. 

· Make sure to check e-mail ..... some are not going through to the county presidents from our Past President Mark Green.
· Advocacy 

· Know the regulations and what is happening. 

· Add yourself to the mailing list on the Engage NY web site to receive the commissioners notes … this will help you to stay on top of what is coming out of SED

· Grassroots push ….. Look for music supporters in your communities and support them joining the school boards ….. do this as a member of your own community not as a NYSSMA member

· Be a strong advocate for your program especially if there is not a music director or administrator in your district

· Lots of PR, get everything you do out there!

· Every little bit of information for your parents and community counts!

· Put the information that you have out there and get feedback from administrators and county presidents 
· Check out the news release templates in the pressroom for you to use!
· Help and ideas on the NYSSMA web page under advocacy 
Advocate for your programs!!!!!!
Thank You again for everything you do for music education. Please feel free to contact me with anything that you may need. 




Hope M. Greco-Gaham
Zone 4
Festival Calendar and Information
2015/2016 
 

Area All-State

Little Falls HS  November 20/21 2015
Application Deadline Friday October 2 (solo chair and postmarked items)

Selection Meeting Friday October 9 
Amy Osborne Chair 

Elementary General Music

Benton Hall Academy

1 Ward Square

Little Falls, NY 13365

School 315-823-1400, ext. 155-1144

Cell 315-480-7184

AOsborne@lfcsd.org

 
Solo and Ensemble

Oswego County
May 13/14 I-VI All-State
Mexico Middle School

Kevin Upcraft

315-963-8400 kupcraft@mexicocsd.org
Solo Chair Registration

 
Oneida/Herkimer County
May 6/7  I-IV Clinton High School

Jennifer Wratten

315-557-2396 JWratten@ccs.edu 
Solo Chair Registration

May 20/21 V-VI All-State
Central Valley Ilion Junior Senior High School

Mark Bunce

315-894-9934 MBunce@cvalleycsd.org  

Solo Chair Registration 

 

Major Organizations
May 17/18 Band Chorus & Orchestra
Registration Deadline March 1st 2016

Mexico Middle School

Brian T. Carnes 

315-963-8400 x5128

bcarnes@mexicocsd.org
